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16 Future Planning and Maintenance 

16.1 It is not possible to predict future trends and requirements accurately.  Nevertheless, throughout 

this Guide, possible steps to take and pit-falls to avoid during the development of a sports 

facility have been identified.  In some respects, this section should have been placed 

nearer the beginning of the document rather than at the end.  However, the details of the 

recommendations below can be found in the preceding sections. 

16.2 Maybe it is just an initial wish that the facility will grow and expand in the future; maybe there 

are insufficient financial resources to build the final entity at the beginning and the development 

must take place in stages.  That is perfectly acceptable and normal.  The advice is to plan 

everything with future requirements and potential developments in mind.  Some abortive and 

replacement work is inevitable in such a project; the aim is to keep that abortive work to the 

absolute minimum and save money in the long run. 

16.3 Examples of possible savings include: 

• consideration of a modular design to extend changing rooms, toilets or shower 

accommodation.  The design engineer should ensure that future extensions do not 

compromise the levels of waste and drainage pipes and flows; in other words, ensure that 

adequate falls will be available for such drains. 

• if a water-based artificial turf pitch might in future replace a natural grass or filled pitch, either 

install the major reticulation system at the outset, or at least, allow a route for the main 

pressure pipes. 

• if an increase in water tank capacity is envisaged, consideration should be given to providing 

sufficient space to accommodate the extension and any housing needed for additional 

pumping capacity. 

• similarly, if the installation of floodlighting is contemplated with the possibility of a future 

upgrade, ensure that the power supply to the site and the main supply cables are adequate 

for the final demand.  Ensure that any later additional cabling can be installed with a 

minimum (preferably zero) inconvenience or disruption to existing facilities and operations.  

Ensure that the erection of additional masts does not adversely affect sight-lines; plan their 

locations as part of the initial design. 

• if floodlighting is to be installed later onto existing structures, such as spectator stands, these 

structures must be strong enough to accommodate the additional weight and wind loads, 

noting that the latter could be significant.  The additional costs of making these future 

provisions (even the structural enhancements) are very much cheaper and more efficient if 

incorporated at the outset. 

 



 

 
 

 

International Hockey Federation 
 

Pitch Facilities Guide 

1507 
 

Page 2 of 2 

 

• the above logic and advice applies to all aspects of the development.  If the clubhouse is 

likely to be extended in the future, make suitable provisions for increasing the capacity of the 

heating and cooling plants as appropriate. 

 

Maintenance 

16.4 A specific section of this Guide deals exclusively with pitch maintenance.  However, in a project 

as valuable and detailed as a hockey facility, sufficient money must be reserved in the annual 

recurring budget for regular maintenance of all facilities and components. 

16.5 When purchasing major items of equipment, it is worth specifying only those from suppliers that 

can provide instant servicing and repairs and keep a good stock of spare parts.  Use of the 

facility may be curtailed and/or other costs incurred if a major item fails and there is a wait for 

spare parts whilst replacements are sourced from overseas.  If this is likely to happen, consider 

purchasing a spare and storing it ready for emergency use. 

16.6 It is advisable to keep a good supply of replacements for all consumables such as light bulbs 

and lamps. 

 

Summary of Key Points 

• Plan early for future requirements and especially for maintenance of the facility. 

 


