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AbOUT ThE EvENT
Event Name: FIH pro league

When: January-June 2019

Where: various

TEAMS
Women: 
argentina, australia, Belgium, china, germany, great Britain, netherlands, new Zealand, usa

Men: 
argentina, australia, Belgium, germany, great Britain, netherlands, new Zealand, spain

EvENT WEbSITE:
www.fihproleague.com

brOADCAST AND lIvE STrEAMING
global broadcast and live streaming information for each individual match will be published on the  
fIh Pro league website as soon as it becomes available.

fIh TOUrNAMENT MANAGEMENT SySTEM (TMS)
raw competition data including match starting line-up pdfs, pool tables, top scorers, in-match statistics  
and appointment sheets will be available for the media at the following links:

Women’s competition

Men’s competition

SOCIAl MEDIA
the FIH will provide comprehensive coverage of the event via our social media channels,  
including Facebook, Instagram and twitter.

facebook: facebook.com/fihockey

Instagram: instagram.com/fihockey

Twitter: twitter.com/fih_hockey  

hashtags: #fIhProleague

KEy rESOUrCES  
& CONTACTS  

https://www.fihproleague.com
www.fihproleague.com
https://tms.fih.ch/competitions/1037
https://tms.fih.ch/competitions/1031
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fIh PrO lEAGUE CONTACTS & MEDIA ACCrEDITATION rEqUESTS
you can find an email contact for each of the competing teams below. media accreditation for all  
FIH pro league events will be handled by the host nation of the match in question. If you are interested  
in covering one of the matches, please contact the relevant host nation using the below contact details.

fIh MEDIA CONTACT
all queries relating to competition or FIH matters should be directed to media@fih.ch

ArGENTINA (M&W)
prensa.cah@cahockey.org.ar

AUSTrAlIA (M&W)
Ben somerford – ben.somerford@hockey.org.au

bElGIUM (M&W)
denis van damme – denis.vandamme@Hockey.be

ChINA (W)
chinahockey@163.com

GErMANy (M&W)
eric gutglueck – eric.gutglueck@apollo18.com

GrEAT brITAIN (M&W)
craig mortimer-Zhika – craig.mortimer-zhika@englandhockey.co.uk

NEThErlANDS (M&W)
accreditations: arjen rahusen – arjen.rahusen@knhb.nl  comms: clarinda sinnige – clarinda.sinnige@knhb.nl

NEW ZEAlAND (M&W)
matthew Williams – matthew.williams@hockeynz.co.nz

SPAIN (M)
rafa gandia – prensa@rfeh.es

USA (W)
teryn Brill – tbrill@usafieldhockey.com
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since my early childhood, I’ve been passionate about hockey and I feel privileged to be born in a country 
which is so excited about this sport, as the recent odisha Hockey men’s World cup Bhubaneswar 2018 quite 
clearly showed. 

But my sentiments for this fabulous sport would mean very little if I were to keep them to myself.  
my strongest wish is that this passion which has brought so much to my life is shared by millions of others 
who have not yet had the chance to live the “hockey experience”.  

as president of the FIH, it is my commitment to explore all possible avenues to grow hockey’s popularity and 
participation worldwide. one of those is to establish a regular flagship event involving the crème de la crème 
of world hockey in front of home crowds. By doing so, we will enable fans to see the very best that this sport 
has to offer on their own doorstep, allowing teams to engage with their fans on a quasi-permanent basis.  
the good news is that this event is now here and very much ready to take off. the event is the FIH pro league.

I’m convinced that, by sharing their experiences with their families and friends, hockey fans will introduce 
a whole new generation of enthusiasts to the game, increasing hockey’s visibility to the level that our great 
sport so clearly deserves. By opting for the same competition format for women and men, FIH has shown 
once more how the principle of gender equality lies at the very core of our values.

the FIH pro league will not only benefit the participating teams. thanks to the increase of popularity which  
it shall bring, it’s the worldwide hockey community in its entirety which shall benefit.

I wish all teams, umpires, officials and fans – both current and those yet-to-come - to welcome and enjoy  
our new-born child. Be ready for truly unforgettable moments! 

pro league. Pro Hockey.

Dr Narinder Dhruv batra 
FIH president

Dr. NArINDEr DhrUv bATrA
FIH presIdent
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the FIH pro league was one of the key attractions for taking the job as ceo of the International Hockey 
Federation. this new competition instantly captured my imagination. as far as I’m aware, this is the first time, 
in any sport, that international teams will play in a home and away global league. there’s so much that is 
exciting and challenging about that.

the establishment of this pioneering new international league in such a short space of time, only three years, 
is very much down to the backing of the participating national associations. 

Believe me, to put a six-month league into an existing calendar is really difficult and needs a lot of 
collaboration and support from the athletes, clubs and national leagues. this is a real testament to everyone’s 
good will and commitment to grow the game.

When I came in to the organisation, the FIH pro league was very much in the latter stages of planning.  
I took this opportunity to take a step back and really understand it. I thought it was important to find out  
how people view it, are they supporting it? you must take the time to get a clear view of every angle in order 
to develop a solid strategy for success.

What’s clear is that everyone connected to this new competition is really excited to get started!  
and it’s not just those competing - everyone I have spoken to sees the positives in the FIH pro league - 
broadcasters, partners and various other stakeholders linked to our sport. 

let’s face it, hockey will be regularly and permanently on television, with the best nations playing each  
other in front of packed stadiums across the world. that has to be good for the game!

don’t get me wrong, we have faced several challenges in recent months, but, from my professional 
experience, I am extremely confident in this new league. Is it going generate big income at the start?  
the answer is no. We will have to work hand in hand with the participating countries to offer maximum 
attraction to all of our stakeholders. We have already learned some important lessons and will learn more 
during the first season, but we will use these to refine our strategy to drive future success.

amongst all the glamour of the FIH pro league, I also think it’s crucial that we do not lose sight of the  
other 126 national Federations involved in our sport. Whilst we work diligently to ensure hockey is promoted 
across all levels of the game, the FIH pro league gives us an opportunity to fuel unprecedented growth  
never seen before. 

ThIErry WEIl
FIH ceo
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like with many other sports who we compete with, what’s consistent is that they all have an elite level 
competition that fuels development. you just have to look at my previous employer, FIFa, to see the 
possibilities that the World cups have created for the game. 

there are big challenges ahead. aside from the logistics of initiating a global home and away league, there 
are all the other opportunities that are presenting themselves at all levels of the game. this means it is 
difficult to set priorities or take the time to evaluate the steps we need to take. But I have been impressed 
by the commitment and passion shown by all those involved in the game and I am looking forward to the 
challenge of leading the FIH through this period of growth and development.

Thierry Weil 
FIH ceo
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All AbOUT ThE  
fIh PrO lEAGUE

to see a promotional video about the FIH pro league, please click here

1. WhAT IS ThE fIh PrO lEAGUE?
the FIH pro league is designed as an entertainment product and is the centrepiece of our new events 
portfolio, kicking off in January 2019 – replacing the champions’ trophy and the World league semi Finals 
and World league Final. It will provide – for the first time ever – a regular calendar of must-see events  
played in packed stadia across the world and throughout the year.

Fans and athletes alike will enjoy a new annual global home and away league involving the world’s leading 
hockey nations. It will culminate in a grand Final with one nation being crowned pro league champions  
and receiving the single largest financial prize in the sport.

We believe the FIH pro league will transform the landscape of international hockey because hockey fans 
the world over will be able to watch their favourite sport for an extended period on the same channel each 
year. moreover, those fans whose team is participating have the chance to be part of the noise and sheer 
excitement of watching their team regularly in their home country.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=FK8S7rx-fhY
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our approach will ensure that international teams will play against opponents once at home and once  
away each year in this league. Following several months of competition, the top four ranked teams will then 
qualify for a stand-alone grand Final event, which will determine the winners of the competition. this will  
be identical for the men’s and women’s leagues.

The Grand final will take place within 2 weeks of the close of the league and will consist of an event  
involving the top 4 teams (both men’s and women’s) playing together at a pre-determined location - 
Amsterdam, Netherlands, in 2019.

WhAT ArE ThE NUMbErS?

tHere WIll Be 8 MEN’S & 9 WOMEN’S TEAMS

tHereFore every team WIll play  
7 hOME + 7 AWAy MEN’S MATChES 

8 hOME + 8 AWAy WOMEN’S MATChES

tHat means tHere WIll Be 128 MATChES  
(eXcludIng tHe grand FInal event)

matcHes WIll Be played BetWeen JANUAry - JUNE eacH year

FIrst matcHes WIll mostly Be played In tHe soutHern 
HemIspHere WItH tHe nortHern HemIspHere teams 
travellIng to tHe soutHern HemIspHere and tHe  

soutHern HemIspHere teams playIng agaInst eacH otHer. 
IN OThEr WOrDS, WE WIll fOllOW ThE SUN!

eacH team WIll stay In tHe league  
For a mInImum oF 4 yEArS
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2. WhICh TEAMS ArE PArTICIPATING?

 MEN’S EvENT

 ArGENTINA

 AUSTrAlIA

 bElGIUM

 GErMANy

 GrEAT brITAIN

 NEThErlANDS

 NEW ZEAlAND

 SPAIN

 WOMEN’S EvENT

 ArGENTINA

 AUSTrAlIA

 bElGIUM

 GErMANy

 GrEAT brITAIN

 NEThErlANDS

 NEW ZEAlAND

 ChINA

 USA
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3. hOW DID yOU SElECT ThE TEAMS  
ThAT WIll bE IN ThE fIh PrO lEAGUE?

the teams we have selected to play in the first FIH pro league are not simply the ‘best’ 9 national men’s*  
and women’s teams based on traditional world ranking data. Instead, we used a much broader set of criteria 
as part of our application process.

We set out our participation criteria very transparently, encouraging a range of nations to apply.  
the aim of the process was to ensure the quality of the league and the highest possible standard of events 
right from the start.

the criteria were developed around meeting the three main objectives of the new event portfolio: to generate 
a massive change in tv and media coverage for hockey; create big, bold, packed and loud events and to 
make a step change in future revenues for the sport.

In december 2016, we sent application documents to the top 16 men’s and women’s hockey nations as listed 
in the FIH Hero World rankings. We were clear that the teams would be chosen by a specially selected FIH 
event portfolio Implementation panel.

national associations were required to submit extensive information in order to be eligible, with sustainability 
the key aspect of the leagues’ long-term vision.

alongside this process, we held extensive discussions with national broadcasters regarding exposure  
and media coverage of hockey within each of the selected nations. the commitment of national broadcasters 
is fundamental to the success of the FIH pro league in promoting the competition and ensuring millions  
of fans can consume hockey.

We asked for detailed financial modelling, projecting budgets for both the participation in matches  
overseas as well as hosting matches in their homeland. details about marketing proposals for promoting  
the league plus commercial strategies aimed at generating income were required, alongside evidence  
of financial sustainability.

We also considered which nations could best offer the perfect stage for these teams to shine.  
With a requirement to host ‘Big, Bold, packed and loud’ events in line with the FIH’s 10-year Hockey 
revolution strategy, venue selection and experience of hosting previous events was also included  
amongst the criteria for entry.

there was no bidding fee associated with league participation so nations did not need to worry that 
selection would simply be offered to the highest bidder.

the deadline for applications was the 30th april 2017 and there was an overwhelming response from  
nas wanting to be part of this league.

In all there were 13 Women’s teams vying for 9 spots and 12 men’s teams competing for their 9* places.  
It was an incredibly competitive process and gave the panel some hard decisions to make in choosing  
the teams. 

*on 23 January 2019, the pakistan Hockey association informed FIH that they were no longer able to play their first three scheduled 
matches in the 2019 FIH pro league. therefore, the International Hockey Federation (FIH) took the decision to suspend the asian team 
from the 2019 FIH pro league in order not to jeopardize the regularity and the smooth delivery of the event.
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Whilst it has not been easy, we know it’s been a thorough and robust process - assessing applications  
against the defined criteria:

 broadcast and Media coverage

 financial sustainability

 Commercial vision

 legal compliance

 Proposed venues

 Match Experience and Sports Presentation

 Organisation and personnel

 Marketing strategies

 Motivation and legacy

 Team performance history

 Previous event hosting

4. WhErE WIll fIh PrO lEAGUE  
MATChES TAKE PlACE?

It was clear during the application process that nations wanted to consider  
using a number of different venues in different cities around their country to  
hold their home matches.

this means that all matches will be truly accessible to the largest number 
of fans as practically possible, dependent on appropriate venues.  
so, while our chosen teams have a home base, the concept of ‘home’  
applies equally in any national venue where local fans get the chance  
to see their home team play ‘live’ and experience the passion, excitement  
and noise of the FIH pro league in action.

to find out where each match will take place, view the schedule.

https://www.fihproleague.com/men/matches


13

Global
Suppliers

5. hOW DID yOU ArrIvE  
AT ThIS TyPE Of lEAGUE?

We formed our event portfolio Working group in december 2014 to develop a set of recommendations  
to put to the executive Board.

But before we made any decisions or recommendations, we knew it was critical to agree some principles  
that would ensure we made the right decisions for the right reasons, keeping us on track when it came  
to the most difficult or issues.

our principles were:

STAND-OUT 
EvENTS

We had to create 
events that 

would produce 
the maximum 

drama possible 
and be able to cut 
through the noise 
– events that will 
really get noticed.

SIMPlE  
AND  

MEANINGfUl

the players, 
fans and our 
commercial 

partners needed 
to understand, 

engage and get 
involved with the 
events as easily 

and spontaneously 
as possible.

A PrEDICTAblE, 
rEGUlAr 

CAlENDAr

We felt it was 
essential that 

everybody 
involved in hockey 
should be able to 
plan ahead and 

develop new habits 
– particularly our 
fans who wanted 

to see more of the 
games they love.

OPPOrTUNITIES 
TO SEE

We wanted fans 
to be able to see 

their team playing 
more often so 
they can build 
allegiance to 

their ‘home team’ 
and their ‘home 

players’.

fOCUS  
ON rIvAlrIES

this was about 
increasing the 

number of games 
played between 

nations “with 
historical sporting 
rivalries” – and also 
ensuring we were 
playing the quality 
type of matches 

that most fans really 
wanted to see!

From the outset we agreed that every event in our new portfolio had to meet not one, but all of the  
principles we drew up.

OUr CONSUlTATION PrOCESS…

never in the history of hockey have we consulted so thoroughly with so many people from different 
stakeholder groups and different backgrounds in different countries. We held meetings, workshops and 
conference calls, presenting early drafts and many, many amended drafts – including concepts that were 
completely discarded along the way.

Three years of research, consultation and development with more than 600 individuals, including athletes, 
national associations, continental Federations, major broadcasters, the International olympic committee, 
individuals at continental Federation congresses, officials and umpires, FIH committee and panel members 
and FIH staff.

In addition to this, we invited deloitte (international specialists in audit, consulting, financial advisory, risk 
management and tax), to provide extensive support in developing the financial modelling for the new 
portfolio of events. 
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6. Why WAS A hOME AND AWAy CONCEPT, 
SOMEThING qUITE DIffErENT TO TrADITIONAl 
TOUrNAMENT hOCKEy, ChOSEN? 

the FIH pro league will leverage – and make the most of – one of our most important, powerful and  
under-used assets: ‘The power of home’

creating a home & Away Global league is a hugely significant and exciting step for us to take because:

 It means we can hold far more home matches than ever before

 It’s like taking our most valuable asset and increasing it – overnight – by over 500%

 It means we go from holding 25 home matches to 128

at last we can say – with total conviction – ‘hockey’s coming home’! every match (outside of the grand 
Final) played in the FIH pro league will be a home match.

the reason this is so important is that home fixtures provide us with a chance to drive loyalty and passion, 
to develop those strong allegiances that will last a lifetime, to hold more meaningful matches and encourage 
new habits amongst our fans.

We see the evidence of this in other sports the world over and we see it for ourselves when home teams  
are playing in our existing events.

the impact is huge. With more spectators and more local fans, our events are suddenly more attractive  
to broadcasters and commercial partners and so we are able to generate more income.

at the same time, it means playing fewer matches because we stop playing the matches that we know  
have minimal value.

We know it’s what our fans want. We know that “hockey is best at home”.

the teams selected will substantially benefit from the increased number of home matches as part of a more 
consistent hockey calendar. With more opportunities to see their heroes in action throughout the year, 
national teams’ fan base and followers are expected to grow. this will not only increase the commercial value 
of the sport through ticket sales, hospitality and merchandising, but also commercial interest in the teams 
and their athletes through increased sponsorship opportunities.

It is predicted that the increased commercial potential of implementing the new structure will generate 
considerably more value for the sport, which will filter down into all levels, including new and developing 
hockey nations, from elite to grassroots level.

so we firmly believe we have an amazing new concept for hockey - chosen because it fulfils the principles  
we laid out and because of the potential it has to deliver so many benefits to the sport.

We want to send out a message to those millions of general sports fans around the world to say ‘come  
and have a look at Hockey!’

It is different from traditional tournament hockey; it will be incredibly entertaining; it’s certainly going to  
be big, bold Packed & loud. and it’s built with tv in mind.
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7. WhAT DOES IT MEAN fOr ThE AThlETES?
the FIH pro league will raise the profile of all the teams involved, building a wider, more committed and  
loyal fan-base who will have so many more chances than at present to see their team in action at home.

When you add to this the essential element of more national tv broadcasters and with that, more 
sponsorship, it’s easy to see the impact this new league will have on the players.

We have always made one of the aims of the Hockey revolution to build player profile. We believe the  
FIH pro league will generate the kind of interest – across all media – to turn athletes into superstars.

this becomes a virtuous circle. When you create superstars, they have the power to bring new fans –  
young and old – to the sport for life.

We know the appetite is there. We saw, after the rio olympics in 2016, that the degree of passion and 
excitement generated back home in argentina and great Britain as a result of winning their respective gold 
medals was palpable and long lasting. Key players were known by their names and the degree of recognition 
went through the roof as they continued to take part in programmes and interviews that were both sports 
and lifestyle related.

FIH will be working hard to amplify the impact of all the participating teams specifically within the markets 
of the participating nations. the placement of articles within lifestyle and business publications will be 
important as we want to reach beyond traditional hockey and sports media.
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8. WhAT hAPPENS TO ThOSE TEAMS WhO  
DO NOT MAKE IT INTO ThE lEAGUE?

all nations affiliated to FIH and not playing in the FIH pro league were eligible to enter the Hockey series 
open. However, the nine highest placed nations in the FIH Hero World ranking as of 9 June 2017, that are  
not playing in the FIH pro league were exempt from the Hockey series open and have qualified directly  
for the Hockey series Finals.

In 2019, six Hockey series Finals (three for Women, three for men) will take place, each with eight  
teams competing.

the Hockey series Finals will include at least five qualifiers from the Hockey series open but contain no  
more than three of the teams that qualified directly for the Finals based on World ranking.

 The hockey Series finals will take place between April and June 2019

For more information on the Hockey series open & Finals, click here

In addition, we will continue to hold our World Cup every 4 years. after all, this is our tournament – we own 
it – and it’s become one of the most prestigious prizes that exists in Hockey – it’s right up there alongside 
winning a gold medal at the olympic games.

essentially the World cup doesn’t change its purpose or its place in our calendar. It remains all about sporting 
excellence, qualifying for the next round and achieving the glory that can only come from winning a world cup.

all of these teams will continue to play in their continental events and will have the additional opportunity  
to play matches against FIH pro league teams when they are geographically nearby.

9. WIll ThIS GENErATE MOrE MONEy fOr 
hOCKEy AND WIll OThEr NATIONS WhO 
ArE NOT IN ThE fIh PrO lEAGUE bENEfIT?

We are confident that the increased commercial potential of implementing the new structure will generate 
considerably more value for the sport overall, which will filter down to all levels, including new and developing 
hockey nations, from elite to grassroots level.

of course, this will take some time, but we believe the benefits will be measurable and wide ranging.

http://fih.ch/events/open-series/about-hockey-series/questions-and-answers/
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10. hOW DO TEAMS qUAlIfy fOr  
ThE OlyMPIC GAMES?

the hosts, Japan, and the continental champions automatically qualify for the tokyo 2020 olympic games.

as Japan men and women won the recent asian games yet had already qualified as hosts, seven nations will 
qualify for each of the men’s and women’s hockey events at tokyo 2020 through FIH olympic Qualification 
events played at the end of 2019.

the 14 teams taking part in the olympic Qualification events will be:

 The top four nations from fIh Pro league

 The top two nations from each of the hockey Series finals

 The four highest ranked nations in the fIh hero World rankings (at the end of the 2019 Continental 
 Championships) not already qualified via the above routes.

the olympic Qualification events are scheduled to take place between october and november 2019.  
official olympic Hockey Qualification guidelines can be downloaded here.

11. hOW WIll fANS bE AblE TO WATCh,  
rEAD AND GET INfOrMATION AbOUT  
ThE fIh PrO lEAGUE? 

the ‘power of home’ is not just about where our games are held, but has been fundamental to our 
discussions with broadcasters – now well advanced – to establish a number of long term ‘home broadcasters’.

these will be channels committed to broadcasting and promoting the league, enabling fans to watch 
consistently and always know where the FIH pro league is being broadcast.

this marks a step change. In the past, broadcast has moved around making it difficult for fans to find hockey 
when they want to watch. at last, everyone will know who the broadcaster/channels are in their home market 
so that fans can catch every minute of every match.

the FIH is also committed to substantially upgrading our web presence to support the new portfolio of events, 
allowing us to give fans more of the information and interaction that we know they love. the new website 
will provide a load more stats, and game data, skills and in-depth player commentary that we know Hockey 
Fanatics cannot get enough of. our social media platforms will be packed with regular, unique and engaging 
content 365 days of the year, going deep behind the scenes allowing fans to get to know the athletes better.

Furthermore, the games will be live on fIh.live in every market where  
a broadcaster will not be showing the match.

http://www.fih.ch/media/8997773/180406-ioc-approved-qualification-system.pdf
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PrEvIEW:  
fIh PrO lEAGUE 

on saturday 19 January 2019, the FIH pro league – the ground-breaking home and away league involving 
many of the world’s leading hockey nations – will get underway when newly crowned men’s world champions 
Belgium travel to valencia to take on spain. 

the battle between Belgium’s red lions, who recently defeated the netherlands to win the odisha Hockey 
men’s World cup Bhubaneswar 2018, and the red sticks of spain will be the start of a very special six months 
for our sport. 

over 20 venues across 11 nations will play host to a staggering 128* international matches, providing a global 
spread of world-class hockey, across multiple time-zones, from January to June in a competition that is very 
much seen as a genuine game-changer for hockey. 

the ‘power of home’ will be key to success in this event, with packed stadiums throughout the season 
providing a huge boost to the eight men’s and nine women’s teams competing in the FIH pro league, giving 
fans the chance to watch their nation taking on the world’s best in seven matches on home soil. tickets for 
these home and away matches are being purchased in their thousands, while millions of hockey fans and 
general sport lovers will be able to tune in to the action via a global network of broadcast partners as well as 
on the new fIh.live platform which will be launched on 10 January 2019.

after the completion of the 128* matches that will feature in the ‘league’, a further eight matches will then 
be played at the showpiece grand Final, which will take place at the Wagener stadium in amsterdam, the 
netherlands between 27-30 June 2019. the winning men’s and women’s nations will be crowned as the FIH 
pro league champions and will receive the single largest financial prize in the sport.

With the FIH pro league comes the launch of the brand-new website – fihproleague.com – it provides 
everything that you need to know about the event. as well as regular news updates, fixtures, results and 
standings, you can also find information about how to watch the FIH pro league, either as a fan in the stands 
or watching the broadcast from the comfort of your own home.

hOME

POWEr

Of

fihproleague.com
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all 17 of the competing men’s and women’s FIH pro league teams finalised their squads in late december 
2018, in readiness for the start of the inaugural edition. 

Belgium – who returned home from Bhubaneswar to a glorious homecoming as thousands of fans flocked 
to Brussels’ iconic grand-place to celebrate the arrival of both the team and the newly-claimed World cup 
trophy – will be rightly regarded as one of the pre-competition favourites. It is hardly surprising, with the 
squad selected by Head coach Shane Mcleod containing superstars from Bhubaneswar such as team 
captain Thomas briels, vincent vanasch (FIH Goalkeeper of the Year 2017) and penalty corner ace Alexander 
hendrickx, not to mention Arthur van Doren (FIH Player and Young Player of the Year 2017), the man named 
player of the tournament at the men’s World cup in India. 

although spain – who Belgium will meet in the opening FIH pro league fixture on 19 January at valencia’s 
estadio Betero – did not enjoy the happiest of times in Bhubaneswar, the squad selected for the FIH pro 
league by Head coach frederic Soyez is packed full of players determined to show the red lions and the 
world that they are very much a force to be reckoned with. Hugely gifted young attacker Enrique Gonzalez  
is a player capable of hurting any team, while the vast experience coming from veterans Pau quemada, 
Miguel Delas, Sergi Enrique and goalkeeper quico Cortes ensures that the red sticks remain a very 
dangerous side. It promises to be a fascinating fixture, kicking off a wonderful six months of action.

the estadio Betero will also be the venue for game two of the FIH pro league, with spain’s men facing  
great Britain on 25 January. the gB team features the vast majority of the england side that Head coach 
Danny Kerry guided to a fourth-place finish in Bhubaneswar, including Phil roper, liam Ansell and 
goalkeeper George Pinner.

the third match of the FIH pro league is the first match of the women’s competition, with focus switching 
from europe to south america as Belgium’s red panthers travel to cordoba to play argentina in front of an 
impassioned crowd at the estadio municipal de Hockey on 26 January. as always, las leonas’ squad contains 
some of the superstars of the world game including shot-stopper belen Succi, midfield dynamo Maria 
Granatto (FIH Young Player of the Year 2016 & 2017) and sensational forward Delfina Merino (FIH Player 
of the Year 2017). While argentina might be seen as favourites to get their competition off to a flying start, 
Belgium’s women have made great strides forward in recent years and have some superb players of their 
own, including team captain Anouk raes, louise versavel, Jill boon and goalkeeper Aisling D’hooghe. 

as you would expect for an event featuring some of the world’s finest hockey playing nations, the squad  
lists named for the inaugural edition of the FIH pro league is eye-catching to say the least. 

as well as the previously mentioned Arthur van Doren, vincent vanasch, Delfina Merino and Maria Granatto,  
a host of other FIH individual award winners will also play starring roles including John-John Dohmen 
(Belgium – FIH Player of the Year 2016), florian fuchs (Germany - FIH Young Player of the Year 2012), 
Christopher rühr (Germany - FIH Young Player of the Year 2013 & 2015), Matthew Swann (FIH Young 
Player of the Year 2011), Eddie Ockenden (Australia - FIH Young Player of the Year 2008), Gonzalo Peillat 
(Argentina – FIH Young Player of the Year 2014), lily Owsley (Great Britain – FIH Young Player of the Year 
2015), florencia habif (Argentina - FIH Young Player of the Year 2014), Maria verschoor (Netherlands -  
FIH Young Player of the Year 2013) and Stacey Michelsen (New Zealand – FIH Young Player of the Year 2011). 

other key individuals named include some of the award winners from the recent odisha Hockey men’s  
World cup Bhubaneswar 2018, with best goalkeeper Pirmin blaak (netherlands) as well as joint top scorers 
blake Govers (australia) and Alexander hendrickx (Belgium) all being named by their respective teams.
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netherlands’ women’s Head coach Alyson Annan has selected a fiercely strong squad in a bid to add the  
pro league crown to the World and european titles that her brilliant team have claimed in recent years,  
with the extraordinary lidewij Welten joined by true global stars such as Kelly Jonker, Eva de Goede  
and Xan de Waard. 

However, with argentina, australia, Belgium, china, germany, great Britain, new Zealand, and usa all in  
the fight for the title, the task for the oranje is certainly not straight forward by any means.

to see the confirmed match schedule for the FIH pro league, which includes links to ticket sites  
for each of the matches:

ClICK hErE

For information about how to purchase tickets for the FIH pro league matches:

*on 23 January 2019, the pakistan Hockey association informed FIH that they were no longer able to play their first three scheduled 
matches in the 2019 FIH pro league. therefore, the International Hockey Federation (FIH) took the decision to suspend the asian team 
from the 2019 FIH pro league in order not to jeopardize the regularity and the smooth delivery of the event. the men’s competition has 
reduced from nine to eight teams, meaning that each men’s nation will play 14 matches.

ClICK hErE

to see the squad lists in full, click the following links:

WOMEN MEN

you can visit the tms event pages for the FIH pro league by clicking the following links:

WOMEN MEN

http://email.how-to-mail.co.uk/t/r-l-jtjdulll-jtjkjkkjkh-n/
http://email.how-to-mail.co.uk/t/r-l-jtjdulll-jtjkjkkjkh-p/
http://email.how-to-mail.co.uk/t/r-l-jtjdulll-jtjkjkkjkh-u/
http://email.how-to-mail.co.uk/t/r-l-jtjdulll-jtjkjkkjkh-k/
http://email.how-to-mail.co.uk/t/r-l-jtjdulll-jtjkjkkjkh-b/
http://email.how-to-mail.co.uk/t/r-l-jtjdulll-jtjkjkkjkh-o/
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COMPETITION  
fOrMAT

the following information has been taken from the ‘FIH pro league competition regulations’ document, 
created in september 2018. 

the complete FIH pro league competition regulations can be found by clicking here

3.4 ANNOUNCEMENT Of MATCh SqUADS AND STArTING lINE UPS 

 a. no later than 48 hours before the start of a match, team managers must submit to FIH via tms the 
names of up to 18 players that will form their team’s squad for the match, the names of the 11 players 
that will start the match and the names of the team manager, team coach, physiotherapist and  
team doctor for the match who will be present on the team bench.

 b. a nominated player who becomes incapacitated between the announcement of the match day squad 
and starting line up at the start of the match may be replaced by another player whose name appears 
on the team’s long list, provided that a team may not nominate any player who is suspended from 
playing in the league. the team manager must notify the match manager on duty accordingly, who 
will inform the team manager of the opposing team and the media of such a change.

4.2 COMPETITION PlAN AND rANKING IN ThE lEAGUE 

 a. each team in the league will play all of the other teams in the league on a home and away basis. the 
women’s event consists of 9 teams, resulting in 16 matches in a season (excluding the grand Final). 
Following the decision to suspend pakistan from the 2019 FIH pro league, the men’s league consists 
of 8 teams and will see each nation playing 14 matches in a season. 

 b. In the event of a match in the season up until the grand Final being drawn, a shoot- out competition 
will be played in accordance with appendix 2. the winner of the shoot-out competition will be 
awarded one bonus point.

 c. the following points will be awarded for each match:

  i. three (3) points to the winner in normal time;

  ii. one (1) point to the winner of a shootout following a draw plus one (1) bonus point, making  
 a total of two (2) points.

  iii. one (1) point to the loser of the shootout, in the event of a draw;

  iv. no points to the loser of a match in normal time.

 d. during the season up until the grand Final, teams will be ranked by the percentage of points gained 
relative to the maximum number possible to have attained at any given time. In the case of two or 
more teams having an equal percentage, they will be ranked according to regulations 4.2 e – k below.

 e. If at any point of time during the season two or more teams with the same percentage of points for 
any place in the league will be ranked according to their respective number of matches won.

 f. If there remains equality among two or more teams, then these teams will be ranked according to  
their respective goal difference in normal time (which means “goals for” less “goals against”).  
a positive goal difference always takes precedence over a negative one.

 g. If there still remains equality among two or more teams, then these teams will be ranked according  
to their respective number of “goals for”.

http://fih.ch/media/13164441/181029-approved-fih-pro-league-regulations.pdf
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 h. should there still remain equality among two teams, then the aggregate results of the matches  
played between those teams will determine the ranking of the tied teams in accordance with clauses  
c, d, e and f of this article.

 i. If more than two teams are involved, then a ranking based upon the results of the matches among (only) 
them shall determine their respective position in accordance with clauses c, d, e, f and g of this article.

 j. If there still remains equality among two or more teams, then these teams will be ranked according  
to the number of Field goals scored in the league.

 k. If there remains equality among two or more teams these teams will be ranked according to the  
lesser number of red cards, followed by lesser number of yellow cards followed by lesser number  
of green cards.

 l. during the season up until the penultimate round of matches if teams are still equal after regulation 
4.2 k, they will be ranked alphabetically.

 m. at the point of the season prior to the grand Final (for clarity after the completion of all home &  
away fixtures) if there remains equality after 4.2 k the positions will be equal and the World ranking 
points shared.

GrAND fINAl 

 • at the end of the season, a grand Final competition will be played on dates and at a venue specified  
 by FIH.

 • the teams to play in the grand Final shall be those that finish 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th in the league.

 • the grand Final will comprise two semi-final matches, a 3rd /4th play-off and a final.

 • the semi-finals will be as follows although the matches will not necessarily be played in this order:

  1st in league v 4th in league 2nd in league v 3rd in league

  the winners of these matches will play the final. the losers of these matches will play for 3rd and  
 4th places.

 • If at the end of the regulation time of a grand Final match the result is a draw, in order to establish  
 an outright winner of a match for the purpose of the competition, a shoot-out competition as specified  
 in appendix 2 will be played to establish the winner of the match.

4.4 fIh WOrlD rANKING POINTS 

 FIH World ranking points for places 5th and below will be based on the places 5th and below after  
the final match of the league up until the grand Final. FIH World ranking points for 1st – 4th places will 
be based on the rankings from the grand Final.



23

Global
Suppliers

MATChES
the complete match schedule for the FIH pro league, along with venues and how to purchase tickets,  
can be found by clicking the following links:  

MATCh SChEDUlE  
vENUES & TICKET SAlES

WOMEN MEN

vENUES
confirmed venues for FIH pro league matches can be found at the below links:

WOMEN MEN

https://www.fihproleague.com/women/matches
https://www.fihproleague.com/men/matches
https://www.fihproleague.com/women/venues
https://www.fihproleague.com/men/venues
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ArGENTINA 
WOMEN 

Background information about the competing women’s FIH pro league teams, including notable 
achievements, key players and more can be found below. you can download a complete list of all squads  
by clicking here. 

Belen Succi and Delfina Merino

AbOUT ThE TEAM:
‘las leonas’ (the lionesses) have long been considered as one of the world’s most fearsome attacking teams 
and are undisputedly a true powerhouse of the game. since the 2014 retirement of eight times FIH player of 
the year luciana aymar, unquestionably one of the greatest players in the history of the sport, the argentina 
team has been in something of a rebuilding process. However, that has not stopped them claiming some 
notable titles, including the 2016 champions trophy in london as well as the pan-american cup in 2017. 

their initial FIH pro league squad contains some sensational players: Belen succi is rated as one of the  
finest goalkeepers around, while delfina merino, maria granatto, Florencia Habif and lucina von der Heyde 
– named Best young player at the World cup in london – are all exceptional outfield performers. It was 
recently confirmed that charismatic tactician carlos retegui, who guided argentina’s men to olympic gold 
at rio 2016 and also las leonas to World cup glory in 2010, has been reappointed to the position of Head 
coach. With retegui back at the helm, it will be fascinating to see how the team performs.

ONE TO WATCh: 
Delfina Merino. ‘delfi’ is argentina’s creative mastermind. she has a reputation for scoring spectacular goals, 
regularly delivering when her team need it most. named FIH player of the year for 2017.

fIh Pro league Team Page 

Website: www.cahockey.org.ar 

Twitter: @argFieldHockey   facebook: argFieldHockey   Instagram: arg_fieldhockey 

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

4

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
2x World champions (2002, 2010), 2x olympic 
silver medallists (2000, 2012), 2x olympic bronze 
medallists (2004, 2008), Hockey World league 
champions (2015), 7x champions trophy winners 
(2001, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2016),  
6x pan-american games gold medallists (1987, 1991, 
1995, 1999, 2003, 2007), 5x pan-american cup 
winners (2001, 2004, 2009, 2013, 2017).

https://tms.fih.ch/competitions/1037/reports/teams
https://www.fihproleague.com/women/teams/argentina__4865
www.cahockey.org.ar
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AbOUT ThE TEAM:
australia’s Hockeyroos were in brilliant form at last year’s vitality Hockey Women’s World cup london  
2018, topping their pool ahead of new Zealand, Belgium and Japan before knocking out argentina in the 
quarter-finals via a shoot-out. they were the only team that came close to beating eventual winners the 
netherlands, taking the mighty dutch to a shoot-out in the semi-final before suffering a heart-breaking 
defeat. the manner of that loss certainly took its toll, with the team struggling to hit their previous heights 
in the bronze medal game, losing 3-1 to spain. despite that fairly unsatisfactory ending, australia’s stellar 
performances in london earned a huge amount of admiration. under the guidance of Head coach paul 
gaudoin, himself a former men’s international with the Kookaburras, australia are once again a force to be 
reckoned with and will be looking to bring back the glory days. 

the initial squad selected for the FIH pro league contains the majority of the athletes that competed at  
last year’s World cup in london and also the champions trophy in changzhou (cHn), where the Hockeyroos 
finished in second place. Jodie Kenny and emily smith both having made over 200 appearances for their 
country, while a further six players have over 100 international caps to their respective names. one of those 
is rachael lynch – nominated for FIH goalkeeper of the year 2018 award – who is likely to make her 200th 
international appearance in the coming months.   

ONE TO WATCh: 
Jodie Kenny. a defender with a staggering goal-scoring record of over 100 goals in more than 200 
appearances, Kenny is a towering, talismanic figure for the Hockeyroos. she returned to the game in 2017 
after the birth of her son Harrison, and was an outstanding performer at the vitality Hockey Women’s  
World cup 2018 in london.

fIh Pro league Team Page

Website: www.hockey.org.au

Twitter: @hockeyroos   facebook: thehockeyroos   Instagram: hockeyaustraliaofficial 

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

3

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
3x olympic gold medallists (1988, 1996, 2000),  
2x World champions (1994, 1998), 3x World cup 
silver medallists (1990, 2006, 2014), Hockey World 
league silver medallists (2012-13 edition), 6x FIH 
champions trophy gold medallists (1991, 1993,  
1995, 1997, 1999, 2003), 7x oceania champions  
(1999, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2013, 2015, 2017), 4x 
commonwealth games gold medallists (1998, 
2006, 2010, 2014), 

AUSTrAlIA 
WOMEN 

https://www.fihproleague.com/women/teams/australia__4869
www.hockey.org.au
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AbOUT ThE TEAM:
at the time of writing, Belgium were the lowest ranked of all the teams competing in the inaugural edition 
of the FIH pro league. However, do not let that fool you into thinking that all other nations will be looking at 
the red panthers as an easy opponent. Belgian hockey has been on an impressive rise in recent years and, 
following the men’s stunning victory at the odisha Hockey men’s World cup Bhubaneswar 2018, the talented 
women’s team will be determined to show the world just how competitive they have become. a 10th place 
finish at the vitality Hockey Women’s World cup Bhubaneswar 2018 contained some fine performances 
including a 6-3 thrashing of Japan as well as draws against eventual semi-finalists australia and spain, 
although the meeting against the latter ended in an agonising shoot-out defeat.

ten members of the initial FIH pro league squad selected by Head coach niels thijssen have surpassed the 
100 international appearances marker, four of which have all played over 200 times for the red panthers. 
team captain anouk raes, emilie sinia, Barbara nelen and Jill Boon – sister of red lions’ World cup winning 
forward tom Boon – having all represented their country more than 200 times. on their day, the european 
silver medallists from 2017 will be a match for anyone. 

ONE TO WATCh: 
Anouk raes. With well over 250 international appearances under her belt, the Belgium captain is one  
of the team’s most experienced campaigners and consistently excellent performers.

fIh Pro league Team Page 

Website: www.hockey.be

Twitter: @Belredpanthers   facebook: Belgianredpanthers   Instagram: belredpanthers 

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

13

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
2nd place – rabo euroHockey championships  
(2017), 3rd place – Hockey World cup (1978),  
4th place – euroHockey nations championships 
(2013).

bElGIUM 
WOMEN 

https://www.fihproleague.com/women/teams/belgium__4866
www.hockey.be
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Cui Qiuxia

AbOUT ThE TEAM:
Following a difficult vitality Hockey Women’s World cup london 2018 where they failed to get out of their 
pool and subsequently finished last (16th) in the standings, 2002 champions trophy winners china produced 
some good performances at the asian games in Jakarta, claiming the bronze medal with a 2-1 victory over 
Korea. gu Bingfeng – who finished as competition top scorer with 13 goals – and song Xiaoming were on 
target to ensure that the tenure of Head coach Jamilon mülders ended on a high. the team were then 
lucky enough to compete at the Wanglibao Hockey champions trophy - at changzhou’s Wujin Hockey 
stadium, china’s home venue for the forthcoming FIH pro league – where they finished fourth. yi Jiao was 
a particularly impressive performer at that event and also throughout the year, with the 24-year-old shot-
stopper earning a nomination for FIH goalkeeper of the year for 2018 in the process.

ONE TO WATCh: 
Cui qiuxia. Having represented her country at the rio 2016 olympic games as well as the Hockey World 
cups in both 2014 and 2018, defender cui is one of the most experienced players in the china team and has  
a reputation for putting her body on the line.

fIh Pro league Team Page

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

10

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
olympic silver medallists (2008), World cup  
bronze medallists (2002), champions trophy  
gold medallists (2002), 2x champions trophy  
silver medallists (2003, 2006), champions trophy 
bronze medallists (2005), 3x asian games gold 
medallists (2002, 2006, 2010), 2x asia cup gold 
medallists (1989, 2009), 2x asia cup silver  
medallists (1993, 2017), 3x asia cup bronze 
medallists (1999, 2004, 2007).  

ChINA 
WOMEN 

https://www.fihproleague.com/women/teams/china__4872
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AbOUT ThE TEAM:
Following their wonderful olympic bronze medal success at rio 2016, germany have continued to look like  
a team that can challenge the very best in the world. they produced some sparkling performances at the 
vitality Hockey Women’s World cup london 2018, defeating south africa, argentina and eventual bronze 
medallists spain to top the pool and reach the quarter-finals. spain’s red sticks gained revenge against  
die danas in the quarter-final match, edging to a 1-0 win over their european rivals. despite that surprise 
defeat, germany’s outstanding displays in the pool phase provided plenty of evidence that the current 
germany team, coached by former Belgium men’s international Xavier reckinger, are a class act.  

the initial squad named by reckinger for the FIH pro league contains plenty of quality and youthful promise, 
being led by hugely experienced defender, midfielder and captain Janne müller-Wieland, who has over 250 
caps to her name. charlotte stapenhorst is one of the best young attackers in the game, while lena micheel, 
elisa gräve and FIH young player of the year award 2018 nominee nike lorenz are wonderful talents that 
over the coming months and years are only going to get better.

ONE TO WATCh: 
Charlotte Stapenhorst. this lively attacker has been an impressive performer over the past three years.  
the 23-year-old is a constant scourge to opposition defences and plays with maturity beyond her years.

fIh Pro league Team Page 

Website: www.hockey.de

Twitter: @diedanas   facebook: diedanas   Instagram: diedanas 

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

5

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
olympic gold medallists (2004), 2x olympic  
silver medallists (1984, 1992), olympic bronze 
medallists (2016), 2x World champions (1976, 1981),  
2x european champions (2007, 2013),  
champions trophy gold medallists (2006).

GErMANy 
WOMEN 

https://www.fihproleague.com/women/teams/germany__4873
www.hockey.de
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Hollie Pearne-Webb

AbOUT ThE TEAM:
the olympic champions of rio 2016 have set their sights on defending their title at tokyo 2020, and a strong 
showing in the inaugural edition of the FIH pro league would be an important step along the road towards 
achieving that goal. With olympic gold medal-winning Head coach danny Kerry switching to the england and 
great Britain men’s programme, david ralph stepped up from assistant coach on an interim basis. However, it 
was recently announced that former australian international mark Hager had left his position as Head coach of 
new Zealand’s Black sticks to become the Head coach of england and great Britain’s women.

the initial FIH pro league squad contains six players who were on the podium at rio 2016: defensive trio 
Hollie pearne-Webb, giselle ansley and laura unsworth, midfielder susannah townsend and forwards sophie 
Bray and lily owsley. While fellow olympic gold medallists alex danson and ace goalkeeper maddie Hinch 
are both taking a break from international hockey, there are plenty of other wonderful players on the roster, 
including Hannah martin, a pacey attacker with enough skill to hurt any team in the world.  
While the majority of the great Britain squad is made up of players who represent england, there is also a trio 
of scots selected in the shape of sarah robertson, amy costello and goalkeeper nicola cochrane.

ONE TO WATCh: 
hollie Pearne-Webb. a defender of extraordinary quality, pearne-Webb will be determined to guide her  
team to a podium finish. Famously scored the shoot-out winner against the netherlands in the gold medal 
match at the rio 2016 olympic games.     

fIh Pro league Team Page 

Website: http://www.greatbritainhockey.co.uk

Twitter: @gBHockey   facebook: gBHockey   Instagram: gbhockey 

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

2

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
olympic gold medallists (2016), 2x olympic  
bronze medallists (1992, 2012), FIH champions 
trophy silver medallists (2012). 
 

GrEAT brITAIN 
WOMEN 

https://www.fihproleague.com/women/teams/great-britain__4871
http://www.greatbritainhockey.co.uk
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(L-R) Lidewij Welten, Margot Van Geffen  
and Ireen Van Den Assem.

AbOUT ThE TEAM:
the netherlands went into last year’s vitality Hockey Women’s World cup london 2018 as red hot favourites 
and completely justified that status, defending the title that they won in 2014 with a string of wonderful, 
record-breaking performances. Head coach alyson annan, the legendary former australia international  
and twice winner of the FIH player of the year award, created a team very much in her own image: a perfect 
balance of outrageous talent, discipline and an unbreakable winning mentality. as well as being the world 
champions, they also became european champions in 2017 and claimed victory at the champions trophy  
in changzhou at the end of 2018.

the initial squad named by annan for the FIH pro league contains a glittering array of gifted individuals, 
including lidewij Welten, eva de goede and Xan de Waard, the trio of athletes who were all shortlisted for 
the FIH player of the year award 2018. Welten, de goede and de Waard are three of eight players named  
in the preliminary dutch squad to have surpassed the 100 international appearances marker, while the  
group contains 16 of the 18 players who were part of the title winning World cup squad from 2018, not to 
mention numerous uncapped players who could well be future superstars. the dutch will, as ever, be the 
team to beat.

ONE TO WATCh: 
lidewij Welten. the 2015 FIH Hockey stars player of the year is an exceptional attacker blessed  
with speed, skill and an eye for goal. Welten has been a dazzling performer for the netherlands over many 
years and excelled at the vitality Hockey Women’s World cup london 2018, where she was named the 
tournament’s best player as she inspired the netherlands’ successful defence of the world title.     

fIh Pro league Team Page 

Website: www.knhb.nl

Twitter: @oranjeHockey   facebook: oranjeHockey   Instagram: oranjeHockey 

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

1

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
3x olympic gold medallists (1984, 2008, 2012),  
2x olympic silver medallists (2004, 2016),  
3x olympic bronze medallists (1988, 1996, 2000),  
8x World champions (1974, 1978, 1983, 1986, 1990, 
2006, 2014, 2018), 2x Hockey World league 
champions (2012-14, 2016-17), 7x champions trophy 
winners (1987, 2000, 2004, 2005, 2007, 2011, 2018), 
9x european champions (1984, 1987, 1995, 1999, 
2003, 2005, 2009, 2011, 2017). 

NEThErlANDS 
WOMEN 

https://www.fihproleague.com/women/teams/netherlands__4868
www.knhb.nl
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Black Sticks captain Stacey Michelsen addresses  
her team-mates.

AbOUT ThE TEAM:
the Black sticks have been outstanding performers over the last decade, regularly putting themselves in 
contention for a place on the podium at the events they have entered. Fourth place finishes at the london 
2012 and rio 2016 olympic games split by a fifth-place finish at the 2014 Hockey World cup has proven 
something of a frustration, but their gold medal success at the gold coast 2018 commonwealth games 
showed that they are more than capable of winning titles. their 11th place finish at the vitality Hockey 
Women’s World cup london 2018 was well below expectations and may act as a catalyst for a strong 
showing in the FIH pro league, as the team sets about the task of reminding everyone just how good 
they really are.

the initial squad for the FIH pro league is very experienced, featuring nine players who have played over 
100 times for new Zealand. stacey michelsen, olivia merry and sam charlton all have over 200 international 
matches under their respective belts, a marker that ella gunson – sitting on 196 caps at the time of writing 
– is expected to reach in the early stages of this year’s FIH pro league. It was recently revealed that mark 
Hager had resigned as Head coach of the Black sticks after a hugely successful ten-year spell in charge of 
the team. Hager has taken up the role as Head coach of the great Britain and england women’s teams, with 
Black sticks’ assistant coach sean dancer becoming acting Head coach of the side.

ONE TO WATCh: 
Stacey Michelsen. Widely regarded as one of the world’s most gifted players, stacey michelsen has 
effortlessly transitioned from a defender into a midfielder in recent years and is very much the creative 
heartbeat of the Black sticks team. the new Zealand captain was named FIH young player of the year  
for 2011 and was shortlisted for the FIH Hockey stars player of the year for 2017.     

fIh Pro league Team Page 

Website: www.hockeynz.co.nz

Twitter: @Blacksticks   facebook: nzblacksticks   Instagram: nzblacksticks 

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

6

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
3x oceania cup gold medallists (2007, 2009, 2011), 
Hockey World league silver medallists (2015),  
7x oceania cup silver medallists (1999, 2001, 
2003, 2005, 2013, 2015, 2017), FIH champions 
trophy bronze medallists (2011), 2x FIH champions 
challenge gold medallists (2005, 2009), 
commonwealth games gold medallists (2018), 
commonwealth games silver medallists (2010),  
2x commonwealth games bronze medallists (1998, 
2014), 4th place at london 2012 and rio 2016 
olympic games.

NEW ZEAlAND 
WOMEN 

https://www.fihproleague.com/women/teams/new-zealand__4867
www.hockeynz.co.nz
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Erin Matson (centre)

AbOUT ThE TEAM:
the usa’s 14th place finish at the vitality Hockey Women’s World cup london 2018 was far below the high 
standards that they have set in recent years. the argument that it should be looked at in isolation is clear 
when you look at the impressive results this superb team had achieved leading up to that event. at the 2014 
World cup, the team claimed a stunning fourth place finish despite arriving in the Hague sitting 11th in the 
world rankings. In 2016, they won bronze at the champions trophy and finished a strong olympic campaign 
in fifth place. they have also won gold at the past two pan american games (2011 and 2015), not to mention 
their brilliant performance at the Hockey World league semi-Final in Johannesburg where they finished  
in first place ahead of germany, england and argentina. 

the initial FIH pro league squad selected by Head coach Janneke schopman – the former netherlands 
international who as a player became a world and olympic champion – is very much looking to the future. 
the retirement of the brilliant melissa gonzalez means that the captain’s armband goes to Kathleen sharkey, 
a world class player who has almost 150 international appearances under her belt. Jill Funk and caitlin van 
sickle are the only other players to have surpassed the 100 caps milestone, with alyssa manley likely to  
reach the marker in the coming months. the vast majority of the team are aged 23 or under, with teenager 
erin matson already being an established star while 21-year-old margaux paolino was an excellent performer 
at the World cup in london, her debut world level tournament.

ONE TO WATCh: 
Erin Matson. despite being only 18 years of age, erin matson has been a member of the usa senior 
women’s team since the middle of 2017 and has made a big name for herself with a series of outstanding 
performances. an attack minded midfielder blessed with speed, skill and an eye for goal, matson is a player 
who looks to have a very bright future ahead of her.

fIh Pro league Team Page

Website: www.teamusa.org/usa-field-hockey

Twitter: @usaFieldHockey   facebook: usaFieldHockey   Instagram: usafieldhockey 

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

12

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
olympic Bronze medallists (1984), Hockey World  
cup bronze medallists (1994), Hockey champions 
trophy bronze medallists (1995, 2016),  
Hockey champions challenge gold medallists (2014),  
2x pan american games gold medallists (2011, 2015),  
5x pan american games silver medallists (1987, 1995,  
1999, 2003, 2007), pan american games bronze 
medallists (1991), 4x pan american cup silver 
medallists (2001, 2004, 2009, 2013). 

USA 
WOMEN 

https://www.fihproleague.com/women/teams/united-states__4870
www.teamusa.org/usa-field-hockey
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ArGENTINA 
MEN 

Background information about the competing FIH pro league teams, including notable achievements, 
key players and more can be found below. you can download a complete list of all squads  
by clicking here. 

Gonzalo Peillat

AbOUT ThE TEAM:
For many years, argentina’s men were hidden in the long shadow cast by the remarkable achievements of 
their female counterparts. a bronze medal at the rabobank Hockey World cup in the Hague four years ago 
changed everything, with los leones (the lions) going on to claim the gold medal at the rio 2016 olympic 
games, something that even las leonas (the lionesses) have not achieved. 

much of the recent success came under the guidance of charismatic Head coach carlos ‘chapa’ retegui, 
the man who achieved a unique double by leading both the men’s and women’s teams to World cup bronze 
at the 2014 joint event in the Hague. While retegui is no longer in the hot-seat - fellow former argentina 
international german orozco is at the helm - the team very much remain one of the favourites for success in the 
competitions that they enter. players such as prolific penalty corner expert gonzalo peillat (pictured), creative 
genius lucas vila and rising star maico casella are all capable of hurting any team in the world.

ONE TO WATCh: 

lucas vila. long considered one of the most naturally gifted attackers in world hockey, vila has a reputation 
for scoring spectacular goals and always provides assists for his team-mates. the 32-year-old has been 
central to argentina’s rapid rise up the FIH Hero World rankings table and played an instrumental role in  
their olympic success in 2016.

fIh Pro league Team Page 

Website: www.cahockey.org.ar

Twitter: @argFieldHockey   facebook: argFieldHockey   Instagram: arg_fieldhockey 

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

4

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
olympic gold medallists (2016), FIH men’s World  
cup bronze medallists (2014), Hockey World league 
silver medallists (2017), 9x pan american games 
winners (1967, 1971, 1975, 1979, 1991, 1995, 2003,  
2011, 2015), 3x pan american cup winners (2004, 
2013, 2017), FIH champions trophy bronze  
medallists (2008), 3x FIH champions challenge  
1 winners (2005, 2007, 2012), sultan azlan shah  
cup winners (2008). 

https://tms.fih.ch/competitions/1031/reports/teams
https://www.fihproleague.com/men/teams/argentina__4838
www.cahockey.org.ar
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AbOUT ThE TEAM:
over the past 20 years, the Kookaburras have been arguably australia’s most consistently successful 
international sports team and, quite remarkably, they have been ranked amongst the top four nations in the 
world for well over 30 years. With a staggering haul of silverware that includes a world record 15 champions 
trophy titles, six commonwealth games gold medals, three World cups and an olympic gold medal, australia 
are always rated as title contenders. a bronze medal at the odisha Hockey men’s World cup Bhubaneswar was 
claimed in some style, recovering from an agonising shoot-out defeat at the hands of the netherlands to storm 
to an 8-1 win over england to claim their tenth podium finish in fourteen World cup editions. the third-place 
finish in Bhubaneswar saw them lose their place at the top of the FIH Hero World rankings, a position they  
will be determined to claim back in 2019. 

the initial FIH pro league squad selected by Head coach and former Kookaburra colin Batch – who won gold 
as a player at the 1986 FIH men’s World cup in Willesden, england – is packed full of quality, with the hugely 
experienced attacking midfielder eddie ockenden being named co-captain alongside influential defender aran 
Zelewski. matthew swann is a reliably outstanding performer in defence, while Jake Whetton, trent mitton, 
Jeremy Hayward and Blake govers are all regular scorers for the Kookaburras. 

ONE TO WATCh: 

Jake Whetton. a striker who has been given a new role as attacking midfielder by colin Batch, the versatile 
and incredibly energetic Jake Whetton is an explosive player who has the ability to make game-changing 
contributions. a terrific talent who creates as many goals as he scores, Whetton’s qualities were recognised  
at the end of 2018 when he was shortlisted for the FIH player of the year award. 

fIh Pro league Team Page

Website: www.hockey.org.au

Twitter: @kookaburras   facebook: theKookaburras   Instagram: hockeyaustraliaofficial 

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

2

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
olympic gold medallists (2004) 3x olympic silver 
medallists (1968, 1976, 1992), 5x olympic bronze 
medallists (1964, 1996, 2000, 2008, 2012),  
3x FIH men’s World cup winners (1986, 2010, 2014), 
Hockey World league champions (2015, 2017),  
15x champions trophy winners (1983, 1984, 1985, 
1989, 1990, 1993, 1999, 2005, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 
2012, 2016, 2018), 6x commonwealth games gold 
medallists (1998, 2002, 2006, 2010, 2014, 2018),  
10x oceania cup champions (1999, 2001, 2003,  
2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2013, 2015, 2017). 

AUSTrAlIA 
MEN 

https://www.fihproleague.com/men/teams/australia__4840
www.hockey.org.au
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AbOUT ThE TEAM:
now sitting at the top of the FIH World rankings following their stunning triumph at the odisha Hockey  
men’s World cup Bhubaneswar 2018, the red lions are the hockey success story of the decade. In the  
lead-up to that glorious occasion in India, the red lions have been on an upward trajectory that has been 
simply remarkable. a silver medal at euroHockey 2013, a silver medal at the 2015 Hockey World league 
Final, an olympic silver medal at rio 2016 and a gold medal at the Hockey World league semi-Final – won in 
emphatic style by beating european rivals germany 6-1 – were all clear indicators of the progress made by  
the team coached by cool-headed new Zealander shane mcleod.

the world champions are blessed with numerous truly world class individuals including rio 2016 silver 
medallists cedric charlier, tom Boon, arthur van doren, John-John dohmen, thomas Briels, simon gougnard, 
Felix denayer and vincent vanasch, who was named the FIH Hockey stars men’s goalkeeper of the year for 
2017. With so much talent at their disposal and boosted by their incredible World cup success at the end of 
2018, Belgium should be regarded as serious contenders for the inaugural FIH pro league title.

ONE TO WATCh: 
Arthur van Doren. a defender with composure beyond his years, van doren was a central figure in the  
red lions team that won silver at the rio 2016 olympic games and was named FIH rising star of the year  
for 2016. van doren achieved a remarkable double at the start of 2018, taking both the FIH player of the  
year and rising star award in recognition of his stunning performances in 2017. unsurprisingly, van doren  
was a key player for Belgium at the odisha Hockey men’s World cup Bhubaneswar 2018, being named  
as the Best player in the competition as his side took home the title.

fIh Pro league Team Page 

Website: www.hockey.be

Twitter: @Belredlions   facebook: redlions   Instagram: Belredlions 

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

1

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
World cup winners – odisha Hockey men’s World 
cup Bhubaneswar 2018, olympic silver medallists 
(2016), olympic bronze medallists (1920),  
Hockey World league silver medallists (2015), 
european silver medallists (2013, 2017),  
european bronze medallists (2007),  
5th place - olympic games (2012),  
5th place - rabobank Hockey World cup (2014),  
5th place - Hero Hockey champions trophy (2014).  

bElGIUM 
MEN 

https://www.fihproleague.com/men/teams/belgium__4836
www.hockey.be
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Christopher Rühr

AbOUT ThE TEAM:
the trophy haul achieved by germany’s men’s team – known as die Honamas – down the years is 
intimidatingly impressive. their four olympic gold medals, two World cups, eight european championships 
and nine champions trophy titles provides clear evidence of their consistently excellent performances at 
the highest levels of international hockey. long noted for their ability to combine flair with organisational 
discipline and technical brilliance, the current germany squad has all of these elements and are sure to be a 
real threat in the inaugural edition of the FIH pro league. the team produced some fine performances at the 
odisha Hockey men’s World cup Bhubaneswar 2018, defeating pakistan (1-0), eventual finalists netherlands 
(4-1) and malaysia (5-3) to finish top of pool d and book a ticket to the quarter-finals, where they fell to a 
narrow 2-1 defeat at the hands of Belgium, the team that went on to win the title.  

the initial FIH pro league squad selected by Head coach stefan Kermas has quality in abundance. Florian 
Fuchs and christopher rühr are world class attackers, as is 21-year-old timm Herzbruch, who bounced 
back from long-term injury by excelling at last year’s World cup in India and earning a nomination for the 
FIH rising star of the year 2018 award. mats grambusch and niklas Wellen have also been eye-catching 
performers over the past 12 months, while tobias Walter’s nomination for the FIH goalkeeper of the year  
2018 provides evidence that he is one of the best shot-stoppers in the business. 

ONE TO WATCh: 
florian fuchs. one of the best – and fastest – attackers on the planet, Florian Fuchs is not just a brilliant 
goal-scorer and creator but also a player who always seems to make the right decisions. Fuchs became an 
olympic champion at the age of 20 as part of germany’s gold medal winning team at london 2012, and  
was named FIH young player of the year just a few months later.

fIh Pro league Team Page 

Website: www.hockey.de

Twitter: @dHB_hockey   facebook: dHBHockey   Instagram: dhb_hockey 

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

6

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
4x olympic gold medallists (1972, 1992, 2008, 2012), 
2x FIH men’s World cup winners (2002, 2006),  
9x champions trophy winners (1986, 1987, 1988,  
1991, 1992, 1995, 1997, 2001, 2007, 2014),  
8x european champions (1970, 1978, 1991, 1995,  
1999, 2003, 2011, 2013).

GErMANy 
MEN 

https://www.fihproleague.com/men/teams/germany__4843
www.hockey.de
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Sam Ward

AbOUT ThE TEAM:
It has been 30 years since great Britain’s men claimed the gold medal at the seoul 1988 olympic games. 
With the tokyo 2020 olympic games on the horizon and danny Kerry, the man who guided gB’s women to 
olympic gold at rio 2016, installed as Head coach of a very talented group of players, could another success 
be on the horizon? a strong showing in the FIH pro league would certainly be a step in the right direction.

the vast majority of the england team who finished fourth at the odisha Hockey men’s World cup 
Bhubaneswar 2018 have been named in danny Kerry’s initial great Britain squad, with the notable exception 
of veteran attacker Barry middleton, who is taking a break from international hockey. the captaincy 
triumvirate of phil roper, Ian sloan and goalkeeper george pinner – nominated for the FIH goalkeeper  
of the year award for 2018 – have all been selected, as have Harry martin, mark gleghorne and adam dixon, 
three players who have all played over 200 international matches. the team have plenty of potency in  
attack, with World cup stars liam ansell and James gall being joined by sam Ward and prolific scotland 
striker alan Forsyth.

ONE TO WATCh: 
Sam Ward. top scorer at the gold coast 2018 commonwealth games, sam Ward has earned a reputation  
as a world class striker who is prepared to put his body on the line in the quest for goals. Injury kept him out 
of the odisha Hockey men’s World cup Bhubaneswar 2018 – expect him to quickly remind everyone about  
his goal-scoring talents.   

fIh Pro league Team Page 

Website: http://www.greatbritainhockey.co.uk

Twitter: @gBHockey   facebook: gBHockey   Instagram: gbhockey

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

7

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
2x olympic gold medallists (1920, 1988),  
olympic silver medallists (1948), 2x olympic  
bronze medallists (1952, 1984),  
FIH champions trophy silver medallists (1985),  
2x FIH champions trophy bronze medallists  
(1978, 1984).

GrEAT brITAIN 
MEN 

https://www.fihproleague.com/men/teams/great-britain__4837
http://www.greatbritainhockey.co.uk
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Thierry Brinkman (centre), Mirco Pruijser (left)  
and Robbert Kemperman (right)

AbOUT ThE TEAM:
led by globally respected Head coach max caldas, the former argentina international who coached the 
netherlands women to the World cup title in 2014, the netherlands are a phenomenally gifted team that  
are capable of beating anyone on their day, something highlighted by their sensational run to the final of the 
odisha Hockey men’s World cup Bhubaneswar 2018. despite the reigning european champions falling to  
an painful shootout defeat against neighbours Belgium, their status as one of the very best nations in the  
game was reconfirmed. 

the initial squad for the FIH pro league contains numerous world class individuals including star midfielders 
Billy Bakker and robbert Kemperman, while brilliant goal-scorer mirco pruijser, rising star thierry Brinkman, 
resurgent attacker Jeroen Hertzberger and penalty corner expert mink van der Weerden are all capable of 
producing game-changing moments. they also have a fine shot-stopper in pirmin Blaak, who was named 
Best goalkeeper at the World cup in Bhubaneswar.  

ONE TO WATCh: 
billy bakker. the creative heartbeat of the current netherlands team, the brilliant Billy Bakker is a  
player capable of dominating matches from any position he plays. although he is primarily a midfielder  
who regularly creates goals thanks to his driving runs into the circle, his tireless running often sees him 
making crucial defensive interceptions, making him a vital component in the dutch machine assembled  
by max caldas.  

fIh Pro league Team Page

Website: www.knhb.nl

Twitter: @oranjeHockey   facebook: oranjeHockey   Instagram: oranjeHockey 

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

3

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
2x olympic gold medallists (1996, 2000),  
3x FIH men’s World cup winners (1973, 1990, 1998), 
8x FIH champions trophy winners (1981, 1982, 1996, 
1998, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2006),  
Hockey World league winners (2012- 14 edition),  
5x european champions (1983, 1987, 2007,  
2015, 2017). 

NEThErlANDS 
MEN 

https://www.fihproleague.com/men/teams/netherlands__4842
www.knhb.nl
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AbOUT ThE TEAM:
Whilst it has been over 40 years since new Zealand shocked the world by claiming the olympic gold medal 
at the montreal 1976 games, the Black sticks’ current reputation as a top-class side has been hard earned  
and fully deserved. the past ten years has seen them claim two sultan azlan shah cup victories, with the 
2015 success coming courtesy of a satisfying victory over oceania rivals australia. 2018 saw the team claim 
the silver medal behind australia at the gold coast 2018 commonwealth games, although defeat at the 
hands of england in the cross-over play-offs at the odisha Hockey men’s World cup Bhubaneswar 2018 
resulted in a ninth-place finish in India. 

the initial FIH pro league squad unveiled by Head coach and former Black sticks midfielder darren smith 
remains largely unchanged from the teams that competed both on the gold coast and in Bhubaneswar, with 
defender / midfielder shea mcaleese – who has close to 280 caps at the time of writing – being the most 
experienced player of the 25 strong group. midfielder arun panchia and attacking duo stephen Jenness and 
Hugo Inglis are also members of the 200 club, a marker that team captain Blair tarrant is likely to surpass 
during this edition of the FIH pro league.

ONE TO WATCh: 
Kane russell. a defender who regularly finds the net from penalty corner situations thanks to his powerful 
drag-flick. russell scored six times for new Zealand at the commonwealth games on the gold coast to finish 
joint second in the scoring chart, and also scored half of new Zealand’s four goal tally at the odisha Hockey 
men’s World cup Bhubaneswar 2018. 

fIh Pro league Team Page

Website: www.hockeynz.co.nz

Twitter: @Blacksticks   facebook: nzblacksticks   Instagram: nzblacksticks 

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

8

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
olympic gold medallists (1976), Hockey World 
league silver medallists (2012-14 edition),  
champions challenge gold medallists (2009), 2 x 
commonwealth games silver medallists (2002, 2018),  
10x oceania cup silver medallists (1999, 2001, 2003, 
2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2013, 2015, 2017),  
2x sultan azlan shah cup winners (2012, 2015). 

NEW ZEAlAND 
MEN 

https://www.fihproleague.com/men/teams/new-zealand__4839
www.hockeynz.co.nz
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Enrique Gonzalez

fIh hErO WOrlD rANKING  
(as of January 2019):

9

NOTAblE hONOUrS: 
3x olympic silver medallists (1980, 1996, 2008),  
2x FIH men’s World cup silver medallists (1971, 1998), 
european champions (1974, 2005), FIH champions 
trophy winners (2004), FIH champions challenge  
1 winners (2003).

AbOUT ThE TEAM:
spain have regularly produced sides that are capable of fighting for the biggest honours in the game, a  
fact proven by five silver medals at olympic or World cup level, not to mention two european championships 
and a champions trophy title. Head coach and former France international Frédéric soyez has instilled a 
wonderful work ethic into his team without sacrificing any of the flair that has been a signature of so many 
spanish sides in the past.

the initial red sticks’ squad named for the FIH pro league is packed full of world level experience, with 
goalkeeper Quico cortes, sergi enrique, marc salles, miguel delas and pau Quemada all having played over 
200 internationals. While these elder statesmen are hugely influential in the current set-up, there is plenty of 
exciting talent emerging, with enrique gonzalez widely regarded as one of the hottest young properties in 
the game.

ONE TO WATCh: 
Enrique Gonzalez. While there are plenty of candidates amongst the spanish team who could be considered 
‘ones to watch’, the rise of the precociously talented young attacker gonzalez has certainly caught the eye.  
a young player with great speed, skill and vision, gonzalez is already an influential figure and could be 
around for many years to come.

fIh Pro league Team Page

Website: www.rfeh.es

Twitter: @rfe_hockey   facebook: rFeH Hockey   Instagram: absolutamasc

SPAIN 
MEN 

https://www.fihproleague.com/men/teams/spain__4835
www.rfeh.es
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the officials that will oversee FIH pro league games will be designated on a match by match basis.  
the appointment sheets for each match will be available on tms via the following links: 

the officials for the FIH pro league were confirmed on 11 January 2019. to see the media release on this 
announcement, click here. to see the overview list, click here

COMPETITION  
OffICIAlS

WOMEN MEN

https://www.fihproleague.com/women/news/officials-appointed-for-fih-pro-league__306
http://fih.ch/media/13164514/fih-pro-league-officials.pdf
https://tms.fih.ch/competitions/1037#officials
https://tms.fih.ch/competitions/1031#officials
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fIh PrO lEAGUE lOGO 
you can download the event logo by clicking here.  

USEfUl  
INfOrMATION

http://fih.ch/media/13164509/fih_proleaguelogos.zip
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fIh hErO  
WOrlD rANKINGS  

WOrlD rANK COUNTry Cf CUrrENT POINTS

1 NEThErlANDS eur 2500

2 ENGlAND eur 1806

3 AUSTrAlIA oce 1800

4 ArGENTINA pan 1740

5 GErMANy eur 1551

6 NEW ZEAlAND oce 1475

7 SPAIN eur 1401

8 IrElAND eur 1330

9 INDIA asI 1138

10 ChINA asI 1128

11 KOrEA asI 1101

12 USA pan 1024

13 bElGIUM eur 995

14 JAPAN asI 968

15 SOUTh AfrICA aFr 843

16 ChIlE pan 815

17 ITAly eur 766

18 SCOTlAND eur 548

19 CZECh rEPUblIC eur 484

20 bElArUS eur 454

the FIH Hero World rankings listed below cover the top 20 women’s and men’s teams, being accurate  
as of January 2019. to see any updates or to view the complete men’s and women’s FIH Hero World rankings 
click here

TOP 20 - WOMEN

http://www.fih.ch/rankings/outdoor/
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TOP 20 - MEN

WOrlD rANK COUNTry Cf CUrrENT POINTS

1 bElGIUM eur 2196

2 AUSTrAlIA oce 2181

3 NEThErlANDS eur 2029

4 ArGENTINA pan 1858

5 INDIA asI 1715

6 GErMANy eur 1631

7 ENGlAND eur 1501

8 NEW ZEAlAND oce 1178

9 SPAIN eur 1083

10 CANADA pan 1017

11 IrElAND eur 980

12 Pakistan asI 978

13 MAlAySIA asI 903

14 ChINA asI 793

15 frANCE eur 789

16 SOUTh AfrICA aFr 715

17 KOrEA asI 690

18 JAPAN asI 625

19 AUSTrIA eur 563

20 EGyPT aFr 543
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